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About This Guide 
 
The AI Automation Engineer is the fastest-growing technical role in the AI industry. With the 
global hyperautomation market projected to exceed $1 trillion in cumulative software spending 
by 2026 (Gartner), and over 23,700 open positions on Indeed alone, the demand for engineers 
who can bridge LLM orchestration, workflow automation, and business process optimization has 
never been higher. 

This guide distills insights from coaching 100+ professionals into AI roles at top companies, 
analysis of 50+ AI Automation Engineer job descriptions, verified interview data from Glassdoor, 
Blind, and direct candidate feedback, and the latest compensation data from Levels.fyi, 
ZipRecruiter, and Glassdoor. 

 

What You Will Learn 
• The AI Automation Engineer role defined: How it differs from AI Engineer, ML 

Engineer, and traditional RPA roles, and why companies are paying $135K-$250K+ for 
this skill set 

• The Four-Pillar Skills Framework: A comprehensive map of every technical and 
business skill you need, organized by priority and proficiency level 

• Company-specific interview processes: Stage-by-stage breakdowns for Zapier, n8n, 
UiPath, Anthropic, OpenAI, ServiceNow, HubSpot, and Automation Anywhere 

• LLM orchestration mastery: Deep coverage of LangChain, LangGraph, agent patterns, 
RAG systems, MCP, and production deployment 

• System design frameworks: 8 automation-specific system design walkthroughs with 
architecture patterns and tradeoff analysis 

• A 12-week preparation roadmap: Week-by-week action plan with daily time allocation, 
project milestones, and portfolio building strategy 

• 50+ real interview questions with answers: Curated from verified interviews across 
automation companies, AI startups, and enterprise employers 

• Compensation intelligence: Salary ranges by level, geography, and company type, 
plus negotiation strategies 
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Who This Guide Is For 
This guide is designed for three types of professionals: 

1. Software Engineers looking to specialize in AI automation and LLM-powered systems, 
whether you have 2 years or 15 years of experience 

2. Data Scientists and ML Engineers who want to transition from model building to 
production automation and business process optimization 

3. RPA and Automation Professionals who need to level up their AI/LLM skills to stay 
relevant in the agentic AI era 

 
For the companion blog posts with additional insights, visit: 

● https://www.sundeepteki.org/advice/the-ai-automation-engineer-in-2026-a-comprehensiv
e-technical-and-career-guide (2026)  

● https://www.sundeepteki.org/advice/the-ai-automation-engineer-a-comprehensive-techni
cal-and-career-guide (2025) 
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